Sarita King

From: Sally Walker <sally@walkerfundraising.com>

Sent: July 14,2022 11:11 PM

To: Access Advisory Committee

Subject: Signed petitions for sidewalks with ADA cutouts and traffic calming measures along
upper West Valerio between Harding School and Elings Park

Attachments: Valerio_Canon Street Petition.pdf

Importance: High

You don't often get email from sally@walkerfundraising.com. Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL

(Note to staff: | would appreciate your incorporating these comments into the minutes and enter this into the public
records. Thank you.)

Public Comments to Access Advisory Committee at their Regular Meeting on July 15, 2022:
Thank you for the opportunity to address the Access Advisory Committee today.
| am a Westside resident representing the West Valerio Traffic Committee today.

Our grassroots group was formed to address the dangerously high volume of cars speeding along this steep narrow
canyon street, which was never designed to be used massively as a shortcut between the Mesa and the Westside . . .
and to provide adequate safety measures for schoolchildren, the disabled and other pedestrians travelling between
Harding Elementary School and the pass-through entrance at Las Positas Park at the top of West Valerio.

Our volunteers have diligently canvassed the area; the result is 80% of our W Valerio neighbors and 100% of Calle Canon
residents have signed the attached petition for sidewalks with ADA corner cutouts and other traffic-calming measures.

We are requesting the Access Advisory Committee’s assistance in modifying all sidewalk corners on W Valerio to be ADA
compliant. These are absent within seven blocks between Harding School and Las Positas Park. Five of those blocks do
not even contain proper sidewalks.

Up until 1980, W Valerio used to be a sleepy dead-end rural street winding through a narrow oak-studded

canyon. Then, over widespread opposition from residents, the City traffic engineers cut through Calle Canon and
adjoined the two streets to create a new corridor linking the Westside and the Mesa, in the hopes of relieving pressure
on the two primary W. Carrillo and Las Positas corridors.

However, the City took no measures to equip W Valerio to safely handle such a significant influx of cars. The impact on
the residents over time in this close-knit neighborhood of single-family homes has been severe:

cars spinning out of control into retaining walls and front lawns, pets killed, unbearable sound levels day and night,
bicyclists sideswiped, disabled seniors unable to safely get to the bus stop, children at risk every day walking to school or
to the park, mailboxes and cars sideswiped.

To this day, there is no continuous Safe Route to School on one side of the street as mandated. Sidewalks are spotty,
putting pedestrians at risk in the face of a high volume of speeding traffic. There is no safe route for pedestrians
between the school and the park. There are only a few ADA sidewalk corner cutouts — many curbs are crumbling from
age, simply because this development went up in 1930.



Residents simply cannot afford on their own to cover these capital improvements on what essentially is City property.

With the current water main replacement underway and the upcoming repavement of the street occurring end of
August, the City is well positioned to make this right and to timely invest in the necessary safety measures listed before
the street is re-paved.

| hope you will lend your support and endorse this project as a priority that the City should promptly address as a matter
of urgency. Thank you!

Sally Walker

1423 W Valerio St.

Santa Barbara, CA 93101
sally@WalkerFundraising.com
805.569.5388
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